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Putnam City West High School “West Jazz”
Dr. Mark G. Belcik is the Associate Dean of the
Wanda L Bass School of Music at Oklahoma
City University, a position he has held since
2001. He holds degrees in Music Education from
The University of Michigan, a Master’s in Horn
Performance from The University of Oklahoma
and the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Instrumental Conducting from The University of Texas at Austin. Dr. Belcik’ s teaching experiences
include appointments at the University of Texas
at Austin, where he was the Associate Director
of the Longhorn Band, the University of New Mexico, Valdosta State
University, Bear Creek High School (CO) and Ardmore High School
(OK). His high school bands have earned national recognition and
won sweepstakes awards in Oklahoma and Colorado. Dr. Belcik is an
active clinician, judge and guest conductor. He has conducted All
State and Honor Bands in several states and has presented clinics at
State, Regional and National Conventions. He currently serves as the
Principal Conductor and Music Director of the Oklahoma City Symphonic Band, and is past President of the Oklahoma Association of
Music Schools. He is on the board of the Oklahoma Youth Orchestra
and Oklahoma Concert Band Foundation.
_____________________________________________________________

Edward Hudson is the director of bands
of Putnam City West High School in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. He earned his
degree in Music Education from the University of Central Oklahoma with a minor in Psychology. He studied horn from
teachers as Dr. Mel Lee, Dr. Sion Honea,
and Tom Mangus. He currently performs
in a local quintet named the “Rose Quintet” based out of Oklahoma City.
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Tocatta

Girolamo Frescobaldi
Arranged, Earl Slocum

Exultate

Samuel R. Hazo

A Little Tango Music

Adam Gorb

Concertino for Flute Solo

Cécile Chaminade
Arranged, Clayton Wilson
Olivia Jirousek, flutist

Gershwin!

Arranged, Warren Barker

Three Contrasting Marches:
I. Gallito

Santiago Lope

II. In Storm and Sunshine

John Clifford Heed

III. The Black Horse Troop

John Philip Sousa

Young Artist Competition Winner

Olivia Jirousek, flutist
Senior, Edmond Memorial HS

Olivia Jirousek is a senior at Edmond Memorial High
School where she sits principal flute in the Wind Ensemble and Drum Major in the Big Bad Bulldog Marching
Band. She is a 3 year All Stater and the principal flute
in the 2015 All State Wind Symphony. Olivia also sits
principal flute with the Oklahoma Youth Orchestra
and is one of the winners of the Senior Concerto Competition. Olivia marched piccolo as a member of the
2014 Macy’s Great American Marching Band in the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. Olivia plans on majoring in Music Education and Flute Performance.

About the Band...
The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band’s mission is to provide a challenging and enriching musical experience for its members, to offer
quality concerts for the community, and to inspire future generations
of musicians.
The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band is comprised of approximately
one hundred professional and amateur musicians. This historic band
has performed in the Oklahoma City area for decades. The members
are a cross-section of the community made up of all different professions. They are musicians who find that the band gives them a
chance to grow musically.
Rehearsals are held every Tuesday evening throughout the year with
the exception of May and August. The Oklahoma City Symphonic
Band performs several concerts at a variety of venues including high
schools, universities, churches and area parks and has hosted several
talented composers as guest clinicians over the years, including Patrick Sheridan in 2014, Dr. Frank Ticheli in 2008, Dr. Jack Stamp in
2006 and Dr. John Zdechlik in 2003. The organization hosts an annual Young Artist Competition for high school students. The students
compete by audition for the opportunity to perform with the band
and to win a cash prize.
Members volunteer for many positions in the band and on the board
of directors for the Foundation to help make the rehearsals and concerts the best experience possible. Oklahoma City Symphonic Band
members have found gratification in having the band as an outlet to
perform as well as to develop camaraderie with their peers. It is the
perfect example of an opportunity for a lifelong continuing education
in music.
We welcome new members. Due to the success and growth of our
band, we have limits on instrumentation in each section but if a section is full, we will place your name on a waiting list. Regardless of
whether there is an opening or not, we offer the option to sit in with
the band as a guest for two rehearsals as long as it is not immediately
preceding a concert. Our summer season is open to everyone.
The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band is sponsored by the Oklahoma
Concert Band Foundation, whose purpose is to engage in the promotion, appreciation and support of concert band music throughout the
State of Oklahoma.

Toccata Girolamo Frescobaldi (15831643) Arranged For Band by Earl
Slocum (1902-1990) As with many early composers, Frescobaldi began his musical career as a child prodigy. Born in Ferrara, Italy, he became one of the most
important composers of keyboard music
in the late Renaissance and early Baroque periods. He was the organist at St.
Peter’s Basilica in Rome from 1608-1643.
His influence can be found in works of Henry Purcell, Johann Pachelbel, and J.S. Bach. He published volumes of toccatas, of which this
piece remains the most prominent of his works performed today.
Beginning with a slow and stately theme, Toccata transitions to a
fast, fugal section and then restates the original slow theme. Conductor and orchestrator James Higgins wrote: “Frescobaldi’s musical gifts for dramatic melodies and unique harmonic progressions
are well represented in this work.” (www.pacificsymphony.org)
Earl Slocum’s arrangement (1955) remains true to the style of the
compositional period and presents a powerful statement in its concept and execution. Slocum’s principal instrument was the flute
and he performed with symphonies during his long musical career.
He received his BS in music from the University of Michigan and
taught public school music in Detroit. He became director of
bands at the University of North Carolina in 1933 and retired from
there in 1967. He is probably best known for his transcriptions for
concert band, which are played extensively in the US, Europe, and
Japan. (www.ncbandmasters.org)
Exultate (2007) Samuel R. Hazo (1966-)
This joyful original concert piece pushes forward
from beginning to end, interrupted only briefly in
the middle with a compelling chorale. Furiously
fast woodwind passages and syncopated percussion parts really send this one flying. Exultate is an

exuberant work, perfect as an opener and for grand occasions.
American composer Samuel Hazo is known for his lyric writing
style and powerful ensemble peaks. Dr. David Gregory, President
of the National Band Association, describes his music “as a fresh
and exciting new voice for today’s concert band repertoire. His
creativity and insight are reflected in the works he presents to our
art form….” Hazo has composed for professional, university, and
public school levels in addition to writing original scores for TV, radio, and the stage. A graduate of Duquesne University, he has
taught music at every educational level from kindergarten
through college. Hazo serves as conductor and a clinician for Hal
Leonard Corporation. (www.samuelrhazo.com)

A Little Tango Music (2007) Adam Gorb (1958-) Many of Adam
Gorb’s compositions for band center
on dance music. The tango is an Argentinian urban dance form established during the 19th century. It is a
rather dramatic, both emotional and sentimental; frequently in a
minor mode highlighted with abrupt and dynamic contrasts. British composer Gorb describes the tango as “curvaceous, melancholic, and dangerous.” Completed in 2007, this piece captures the
essence of the wonderful folk genre. Gorb began his musical career at an early age. By age 10, he had completed his first composition. Five years later, his works were being broadcast on British national radio. He completed his formal training at Cambridge University and the Royal Academy of Music. He later
joined the faculty of the London College of Music and Media.
Since 2000, Gorb has been on the faculty at the Royal Northern
College of Music, Manchester, England, where he is Head of the
School of Composition and Contemporary Music. An advocate of
progressive musical styles, many of his compositions combine the
energy of so-called “light” music with the classical and concert
band genre.(www.adamgorb.co.uk/,
www.austinsymphonicband.org/files/)

Wrap your brain around Oklahoma
City Symphonic
Band activities

Follow the Band at:

www.okcband.org

1333 North Santa Fe Ave.
Suite 114
Edmond, OK 73003
(405) 306-8195

Become an individual or a corporate sponsor of the
Oklahoma Concert Band Foundation, Inc.
The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band is an all volunteer band.
While there is no charge for concerts we welcome support. Financial support for the band is used to fund new music purchases, the Young Artist Competition and defray other band expenses.
Corporate sponsors will have their business information listed on
our website and your ad will be printed in all concert programs
throughout the concert series. Individual sponsors will be listed as
contributors in the programs.
We appreciate all donations and any level of sponsorship.
For information about sponsoring or making a donation, visit
our website at www.okcband.org or call 405-550-1529.
You may also make a tax deductible contribution at any level
by mailing a check payable to the Oklahoma Concert Band
Foundation to this address:
Oklahoma Concert Band Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 721406
Oklahoma City, OK 73172-1406

“Gershwin!” George Gershwin (18981937) and Ira Gershwin (1896-1983) Arranged by Warren Barker (1923-2006)
The brothers George and Ira Gershwin will always be remembered as the songwriting team
whose voice was synonymous with the sounds
and style of the Jazz Age. From their first hit
“Lady Be Good!” in 1924, until George’s early
death in 1937, they wrote almost exclusively
with each other, composing over two dozen scores for Broadway and
Hollywood. Though they wrote many individual song hits, their
greatest achievement may have been the elevation of musical comedy to an American art form. Today, the Gershwin catalog has been
taken up by a younger generation who have delighted in vintage
and contemporary recordings, revivals, and the “new” Gershwin musicals, “My One and Only” (1983) and the 1992 Tony Award winner
for best musical, “Crazy For You.” In 1985, the brothers were awarded the Congressional Gold Medal (only the third time that songwriters had been so honored).In 2007, the Library of Congress instituted
the Gershwin Prize for Popular Song. (www.gershwin.com)
California native Warren Baker attended UCLA. At
age 24, he was appointed chief arranger for NBC’s
program, “The Railroad Hour,” which led to a long
career as composer, arranger-conductor for the major movie companies and television. He composed
music for over 30 TV series including “Bewitched”,
and a variety of musical artists from Frank Sinatra to
the Hollywood Bowl and the Cincinnati Pops Orchestras, as well as
concert bands. His arrangement of “Gershwin!” includes the all-time
favorites”: Fascinating Rhythm, Embraceable You, Somebody Loves
Me, Someone to Watch Over Me, and I Got Rhythm.
(www.barnhouse.com/composers)

Concertino for Flute Solo Opus 107 (1907)
Cécile Chaminade (1857-1944) Arranged,
Clayton Wilson At some time in their musical
life all flutists study and play this virtuoso solo, the
Chaminade Concertino, Opus 107 for Flute is a
work of great charm and brilliance—a rhapsodic
work in the romantic style featuring two themes
with many melodic episodes. Since the work displays such thorough knowledge and appreciation
of the expressive and technical qualities of the flute, it has remained
one of the great standards of the instrument’s literature.
Chaminade was the distinction of being the first French female professional composer. Born in Paris, she studied first with her mother,
then with professionals, but not officially, since her father disapproved of her musical education. She was discovered at age 8 when
she played some of her compositions for a startled Georges Bizet.
He accepted her as his youngest student and did much to promote
her work. At 16, she played her first piano concert in Paris at age 18
and had a highly successful career, traveling extensively at home
and abroad. In 1913, she was awarded the Legion d’Honneur, a first
for a female composer. Very few composers (especially females)
have ever risen to such fame as Cécile, or fallen into such obscurity
after her death. Her works, mostly for piano, run to 144 Opus numbers. However, what is best known and remains as her signature
piece is the Concertino for Flute and piano accompaniment. Clayton
Wilson scored the band accompaniment in 1947.
(www.windorchestra.calpoly.edu)
Gallito (Pasodoble) Santiago Lope (1871-1906)
Edited by Roy J. Weger (1919-1991) Spanish composer and arranger Santiago Lope studied piano and
piccolo and became a member of a town band at age
6. A visiting band director noticed his great talent and
suggested to his parents that they send him to the
Royal Conservatory in Madrid, Spain. By age 20, he was conducting
the Romeo Theater Orchestra. He moved on to Valencia and be-

The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band and the Oklahoma Concert Band
Foundation would like to thank the following individuals and businesses,
whose financial contributions help support our band.
Benefactors
Tom and Fran Ayres
Oklahoma Arts Council
Rotary Club
Earl and Joyce Raleigh, in memory of Jackie Raleigh
Cherokee Hills Baptist
Linn Energy
Charles & Phyllis Smith
Sponsors
Pender’s Music Co.
Gayle Kabelitz
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
Patrons
Alfred and Sherry Di Jorio
Medtronics
George Jay
A. Hughes
Brian Chang
Margaret and K. Fred Landefeld
Fred Fulmer, in memory of Phyllis Dominguez
Ava and Joseph Young, in memory of Phyllis Dominguez
M. Leon Smith, in memory of Phyllis Dominguez
Associates
Deborah Walls
Catherine Birchall
Marvin and Susan Semrau
Michael Cole
Billy C and Eugenia Kay Weger
Metro-Plex Insurance
Krista Jones
Donna Kornbaum
Robert and Jane Garrett
S.A. Mouser, remembering mother Vera F. Hodge Mouser
Friends
Sherrill or Linda Sageser
Bonnie Brown Jump, in memory of Jackie Raleigh
Jody and Pat Smith
Tom or Gail Clanton
Wayne & Barbara Cannon
Roberta Maloney
Schrag Animal Clinic
L & C Taylor
Mike Forcina
Crystal Creek Properties
Glenda Gatz

instrumentation was so highly respected that other conductors used
his grouping as a model. His masterpiece Gallito (little cock) is a pasodoble in the lively Flamenco style. A pasodoble, written in duple
meter, is based on music played at bullfights during the matadors’
entrance or during the passes just before the kill. He dedicated this
piece to the memory of a young talented matador, who died during
a corrida. Native Oklahoma Roy J. Weger was born in Durant and
received his BA from Southeastern Oklahoma University and Master’s degree from Colorado State University. Weger taught music in
Oklahoma public schools, then served as Director of Bands at Bowling Green State University of Ohio, and retired as the Director of
Symphonic Wind Ensemble at Southern Methodist University. Following his teaching career, Weger pursued his vast interest in editing and arranging rare Spanish and Italian marches. Thus, he edited this rendition of Gallito in 1990. (www.cavern.uark.edu, http.
newsok.com/roy_j._weger)
In Storm and Sunshine March (1905) John Clifford Heed
(1862-1908) Edited by John R. Bourgeois (1934) John Clifford
Heed was known as the “March Wizard” and has more than 60
published marches to his credit. Heed began his musical career at
age 11 with the Hackettstown (NJ) Cornet Band, and at 17, he had
become its director. Eventually, Heed became a soloist and arranger for the John Philip Sousa Band. One of his earliest marches and
his most popular, yet today, this march was written in the genre of
the great circus “barn-burners” and “screamers” marches. The period marking the turn of the 20th century was a great one for bands
of all kinds and for circuses everywhere. The fast tempo and exciting, pounding rhythms are meant to accompany the thundering
hooves of circus animals rather than the steady, regimented pulse of
marching men. The brass sections portray the Storm and the woodwinds, the Sunshine. Colonel John R. Burgeois, emeritus conductor of
the U.S. Marine Corps Band from 1979 to 1996, has rendered a fresh
arrangement of this long-time favorite.

The Black Horse Troop March (1925)
John Philip Sousa (1854-1932) Ed.
Frederick Fennell (1914-2004)
Composer, conductor, and patriot John Philip Sousa is known as “The March King.” His
stirring march music is featured by wind
bands during our national holidays, parades,
and ceremonial occasions. His marches are
known and performed all around the world.
Sousa composed 136 marches between 1873
and 1931. The patriotic “Stars and Stripes
Forever”, written in 1896, has become his signature march. It was the last piece he conducted before his death in 1932. Congress declared it the National
March in 1987. As director of the U.S. Marine Corps Band from 18801892, Sousa developed “The President’s Own” into an outstanding
performance ensemble. He organized his own personal band which
he conducted until his death. Composer of 15 operettas and other
music genre, Sousa was also an author, poet, and editor. Sousa’s patriotism and love of horses, during the golden age of the U.S. Cavalry,
shows through in this stately march. (www.dws.org/sousa/)
The editor of this march, Frederick Fennell writes: “My father had
taken me [age 11] to a concert by Sousa’s Band at the Public Auditorium in Cleveland, Ohio. At the end of the concert Sousa turned and
faced the audience. This was obviously a sign, for the whole of Troop
“A” of the Ohio National Guard Cavalry—The Black Horse Troop—
walked their horses up the aisles and onto the stage. Standing at attention behind the Band they faced the audience as Sousa led his
musicians in the first performance of the march. Their reception as
they made their way to the stage was wild enough, but the tumultuous applause for all at the conclusion was like no other I had ever
heard.” According to Fennell, “The Black Horse Troop” is considered
one of Sousa’s greatest and most elegant march. (Performing Arts
Encyclopedia, Library of Congress)

Join us at our next concert at the
Festival of the Arts
http://www.artscouncilokc.com/festival-of-the-arts/#.VSv3kfnF9aA

Sunday, April 26, 2015, 11:00am,
Great Lawn Stage
The Great Lawn Stage is located at 301 W Sheridan,
Oklahoma City, OK, 73102. The stage is immediately
north of the Crystal Bridge at the Myriad Botanical
Gardens. The stage is easily recognized by a white
metal framework at the back of the stage.

