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This concert honors and thanks all veterans who serve or have served
in our armed forces as well as their families who have sacrificed to
support our country.
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Proud to support the Oklahoma City Symphonic Band!
4401 NW 63rd St
Oklahoma City, OK 73116
800-772-8405
405-842-7825
405-842-7801 (fax)
okcmusic@penders.com
www.penders.com
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Mark G. Belcik, Conductor

A Veterans Salute
PROGRAM

The Star-Spangled Banner

John Phillip Sousa
( Arr. Walter Damrosch)

Festive Overture

Dmitri Shostakovich
(trans. David Hunsberger)

Songs of Old Kentucky

Brant Karrick

O Magnum Mysterium

Morten Lauridsen
(trans. H. Robert Reynolds)

Vision: On an Irish Hymn Tune

Clifton Jameson Jones

Symphonic Suite from FAR AND AWAY John Williams
(Adapted by Paul Lavender)
INTERMISSION

10

American Pageant

Thomas Knox

Victory at Sea

Richard Rodgers

Armed Forces Salute

Arr. Bob Lowden

The Fairest of the Fair

John Phillip Sousa
(arr. by Brion/Schissel)
3

Program otes
The Star Spangled Banner (Francis Scott Key)
Written about a flag sewn by Mary Young Pickersgill, a Baltimore widow, and
her daughter, Caroline, containing 15 stars and stripes. Their house was too
small to assemble the large flag, so it was sewn together in Claggett's brewery
nearby in candlelight during the evenings. It was delivered in August 1813 to
Major George Armistead, commander of Ft. McHenry. On September 13, 1814,
D.C. lawyer Francis Scott Key had secured the release of a Maryland doctor,
abducted during the sacking of the capitol by the British, but could not escort the
doctor home until the attack ended. Waiting on a flag-of-truce sloop eight miles downstream from
Fort McHenry, he observed the bombardment of the fort and the flag still flying in its aftermath,
which prompted him to compose the prose that would later be set to the tune of an old British song.

Festive Overture (1954) (Dmitri Shostakovich; (1906-1975)
Shostakovich was one of the foremost twentieth-century Soviet composers.
Although he showed no interest in music until starting piano lessons with his
mother at the age of nine, he was playing simple classics and trying to compose within a month, and was performing Bach’s Well-Tempered Clavier at
age 11. Entering the Petrograd Conservatory in 1919, he studied piano with
Leonid Nikolaev and composition with Maximilian Steinberg. The 1926
premiere of his First Symphony and its success abroad labeled him as the
leading young composer in Russia after the 1917 revolution.
Shostakovich wrote the Festive Overture in early November 1954. It was first performed in Moscow on November 6, 1954. The Festive Overture begins with a grand brass fanfare. The tempo
abruptly changes to Presto for the main theme, a clarinet theme that is varied in numerous ways.
The second theme for horn and, in the orchestral version, strings is more flowing and Romantic,
but an accompaniment figure continues the sense of urgency. This returns to the original Presto,
and combines with the second theme in the brasses. After a short transition, the fanfare returns.

Songs of Old Kentucky (2005) (Brant Karrick; b. 1960) Kentucky has a rich and
unique history that dates from the 1670s, when the English settlers sent explorers from Virginia to
survey the frontier. As Eastern Kentucky became the starting point for many westward migrations,
stout pioneers settled into the Appalachian and Cumberland Mountains, creating a wonderful array
of culture that included language, crafts and music. The Kentucky mountaineer helped to propagate a proud heritage of traditional ballads and other old Scottish and English folk songs that had
been brought to America by their ancestors. During the early part of the 20th century, Josephine
McGill and Loraine Wyman each traveled through the Cumberland Mountains and transcribed
words and melodies for over 200 songs. It is in their collection that the five tunes used in this setting— “John Riley,” “The Lonesome Scenes of Winter,” “Sourwood Mountain,” Frog Went-ACourting,” and “Loving Hannah,” — are found. Song of old Kentucky was written during the fall
of 2005 for the Kentucky Music Educators Association District IX All-District Band, and was premiered on January 14, 2005.
Brant Karrick joined the faculty of Northern Kentucky University in the fall of 2003 as Director of
Bands. He also teaches classes in conducting, music education, marching band techniques, and
assists with student teacher supervision. In addition to his responsibilities at NKU, Dr. Karrick is
active as a guest conductor, adjudicator, clinician, composer, and music arranger. His band compositions have been performed around the country, in Europe, and in Australia.
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Become an individual or a corporate sponsor of the Oklahoma Concert
Band Foundation, Inc. or join the band!
The Oklahoma City Symphonic Band is an all volunteer band. While there is no
charge for concerts we welcome support. Financial support for the band is used
to fund new music purchases, the Young Artist Competition and defray other
band expenses. We also welcome new members. If you played an instrument at
one time and miss the experience think about joining the band.
Corporate sponsors will have their business information listed on our website
and your ad will be printed in all concert programs throughout the 2009-2010
concert series. Individual sponsors will also be listed under the Individual Contribution Level in the programs. All donations above the $350.00 sponsorship level
will receive special recognition in the programs. We appreciate all donations and
any level of sponsorship.
For information about joining the band or to donate go to:
http://www.okcband.org
You may also make a tax deductible contribution at any level by mailing a check
payable to the Oklahoma City Concert Band Foundation to:
Oklahoma Concert Band Foundation, Inc.
PO Box 721406
Oklahoma City, OK 73172-1406
Phone: 405-822-9550
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_______________________________________________________________
The Band and the Foundation would like to thank the following individuals,
whose financial contributions helped make this concert possible:
Sponsors
Dolese - Tony Basolo III
Tom Ayres
Patrons
Maurine Crist Francis– in memory of Jerry Francis
George Jay
Phillip & Kathryn Rattan
Lois Ann Rhodes – in honor of member Nan Scott
Charlie and Phyllis Smith
Associates
Dellbert Wilburn
Robert Garrett
Friends
S.A. Mouser
Sue Rogers
Deborah Walls
The Band and the Foundation would also like to thank Oklahoma City University
for helping make this concert possible.

O Magnum Mysterium (1994) (Morten Lauridsen; b.
1943) Composer Morten Lauridsen is most noted for his six vocal cycles— Les Chansons des Rose, Madrigall, Mid-Winter Songs, Cuatro
Canciones, A Winter Come and Lux Aeterna— and his series of cappela
motet which are regularly performed by distinguished and vocal artists
throughout the world. A compact disc of his compositions entitled
“Lauridsen— Lux Aeterna” (which includes a recording of O Magnum
Mysterium by the Los Angeles Master Choral conducted by Paul Salamunovich) was nominated for a Grammy award in 1998. His choral setting of “O Magnum Mysterium” (“O Great Mystery” has become one of
the world’s most performed and recorded compositions since its 1994 premier by the Los Angeles
Choral. About his setting, Morten Lauridsen writes, “For centuries, composers have been inspired by the beautiful O Magnum Mysterium text with its depiction of the birth of the new-born
King amongst the lowly animals and shepherds. This affirmation of God’s grace to the meek and
the adoration of the Blessed Virgin are celebrated in my setting through a quiet song of profound
inner joy.” H. Robert Reynolds has arranged the symphonic wind version of this popular work
with the approval and appreciation of the conductor.

Vision on an Irish Tune (2007) (Clifton Jones) is based on the
old Irish melody “Slane”, which is often used as the hymn tune for “Be
Though My Vision.” Clifton Jones wrote this piece as a tribute to and in
memory of his grandfather, M.M. Jameson, who was of Scotch-Irish descent.
The song, often sung in the Presbyterian church where he grew up haunted
his memories. “Vision” is a set of several free variations, man of which
emphasize a dance-like quality to the melody. The third variation is a chorale
setting as a hymn, and forms the central point of the piece. Vision on an
Irish Tune was written for and premiered by the Austin Symphonic Band
and its director, Richard Floyd. Clifton Jones is currently the Associate Director of Bands for
Bastrop I.S.D. in Bastrop, Texas. His early music influences were from playing clarinet and
saxophone in the band programs of the Ft. Bend ISD schools in Sugar Land, Texas.

Symphonic Suite from Far and Away (End Credits) (John
Williams; b. 1932) Far and Away is a 1992 adventure-drama-romance
film directed by Ron Howard from a script by Howard and Bob Dolman,
and stars Tom Cruise and Nicole Kidman with a music score by John Williams. In this epic Ron Howard film, Joseph Donelly (Tom Cruise) is an
impoverished 19th-century Irish tenant farmer who has recently lost both
his father and his home to the agents of his unscrupulous landlord. On a
mission to avenge his family's injustice at the hands of the ruthless land
baron Joseph meets the landlord's daughter and the two run off to America
together where the girl expects to claim a piece of land for herself in the Oklahoma Land Rush.
After she is robbed on the boat that carries them to America, they arrive with nary a penny and
struggle just to keep their heads above water in the slums of Boston. After a series of serious setbacks they do eventually work their way out West, where Joseph must fight to realize his dream
and claim a piece of the American Dream for himself -- in the Land Run of 1893 and where they
finally acknowledge their love for each other.
John Williams studied composition at UCLA with Mario Castelnueovo-Tedesco and later attended the Juilliard School. In 1956, he started working as a session pianist in film orchestras. He
has composed the music and served as music director for over 70 films, including Jaws, E.T., Star
Wars, Superman, Raiders of the Lost Ark, Schindler’s List, Jurassic Park and Memoirs of a Geisha. Williams has been awarded two Emmys, five Oscars, and 17 Grammy Awards, as well as
several gold and platinum records. From 1980 to 1993, Williams served as conductor of the Boston Pops Orchestra.
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American Pageant Thomas Knox (1937-2004) Commissioned for the inauguration
of President Richard Nixon in 1973, American Pageant has been used at each subsequent inaugural. America, m. 25, Yankee Doodle, m. 63, Battle Hymn of the Republic, m. 136, Dixie, m.
163, America the Beautiful, m. 226, and Columbia the Gem of the Ocean, m. 244 are melodies that all of us “grew up” with and are permanent measures of our heritage.
Thomas Knox was born in Danville, Ill., and began studying music at age 10. He heard “The
President’s Own” on tour and decided that he wanted to play in the band. He studied trumpet with
Adolph “Bud” Herseth, principal trumpet with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and attended
school at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. He joined the Marine Band in 1961 as
a trumpet player and moved to the arranging staff in 1966. Three years later he was appointed
chief arranger and continued to compose and arrange for the Marine Band until his retirement in
1985. Some of his more notable compositions include “God of Our Fathers,” commissioned for
President Ronald Reagan’s first inauguration, and American Pageant, which was commissioned
for President Richard Nixon’s first inauguration. Knox arranged or composed over 300 hundred
pieces, many of which are still played by the Marine Band and bands across America.

Victory at Sea (Symphonic Scenario) (1952) (Richard Rodgers; 1902-1979). Born in New York City, Rodgers' contributions to the
musical theatre were extraordinary, and his influence on the musical theatre is legendary. In a career spanning more than six decades, he received
Pulitzers, Tonys, Oscars, Grammys and Emmys. He wrote more than 900
published songs and forty Broadway musicals (some with Lorenz Hart
and, later, with Oscar Hammerstein II), including OKLAHOMA! (1943),
Carousel (1945), South Pacific (1949), The King and I (1951), Flower
Drum Song (1958) and The Sound of Music (1959). Victory at Sea, a
television documentary of WWII, was compiled from 60 million feet of
war-time film, edited down to 61,000 (the show consisted of 26 half-hour episodes, and aired in
1952 and 1953). Rodgers commented: "I'd never before written any background music, nor anything for television. It was something new for me since no words were involved in the music. I
had to express a mood and even a picture with music." Famed arranger Robert Russell Bennett
produced this scenario, and was deeply involved with Rodgers in the production of the sound
track for the entire 13 hour series. The Bennett arrangements blended sound effects of natural
elements (crickets and frogs) into the music, and airplane engines matching pitches in the score.
One can hear the rolling waves in some of the passages.

Armed Forces Salute (Robert Lowden, arr.; 1920-1999) Robert Lowden was a
prolific composer, arranger, and renowned clarinetist whose music reached far beyond the borders
of his native New Jersey. He penned over 400 advertising jingles in his long career, but orchestras
and bands know him for his many arrangements of popular and show tunes. Lowden studied at
Temple University to be a music educator. During World War II, he served in the U.S. Army
Band, returning to his birthplace, Camden, New Jersey, to teach during the 1950s. He wrote for
the Somerset label and its feature group, 101 Strings, and served as the lead arranger for the Philadelphia Pops, taking an occasional bow at performances of his works by the Ocean City Pops at
the Music Pier. This medley of tunes salutes the military services of the United States with their
respective songs: The Army (The Caisson Song - Words and music by Edmond L. Gruber), The
Coast Guard (Semper Paratus - “Always Ready”; Frances F. van Boskerck - 1938), The Marines
(The Marines’ Hymn, Music by James Offenback; words by Henry C. Davis), The Air Force (The
U.S. Air Force - Words and music by Robert Crawford - 1951), and the Navy (Anchors Aweigh Music by Charles A. Zimmerman; words by George D. Lottman, Alfred Hart Miles, and Royal
Lovell - 1907
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The Fairest of the Fair (1908) (John Phillips Sousa, 18541932).John Phillips Sousa was an American composer of the late romantic
era particularly known for American military and patriotic marches. Because
of his mastery of march composition and resultant prominence he is known as
the March King. “The Fairest of the Fair” is generally regarded as one of
Sousa’s finest and most melodic marches, and it inspirations came from the
sight of a pretty girl with whom he was not even acquainted. It was an immediate success and has remained one of his most popular compositions. It
stands out as one of the finest examples of the application of pleasing melodies to the restrictive framework of a military march. The Boston Food Fair
was an annual exposition and music jubilee held by the Boston Retail Grocers’ Association. The
Sousa Band was the main musical event for several seasons, so the creation of a new march honoring the sponsors of the 1908 Boston Food Fair was the natural outgrowth of a pleasant business
relationship. In fairs before 1908, Sousa had been impressed by the beauty and charm of one
particular young lady who was the center of attention of the displays in which she was employed.
He made a mental note that he would someday transfer his impressions of her into music. When
the invitation came for the Sousa Band to play a twenty-day engagement in 1908 he wrote this
march. Remembering the comely girl, he entitled the new march “The Fairest of the Fair.” The
piece almost missed its premier because due to an oversight the parts for the premier had not been
copied the night before the premier. The band’s copyist, Louis Morris, stayed up all night on the
train to prepare the parts, and was asleep in his hotel the following day as the band played “The
Fairest of the Fair” for the first time on September 28, 2008. Sousa did not mention the subject
but Morris received an extra fifty dollars in his next pay envelop— the equivalent of two weeks
salary.

UPCOMING CONCERTS:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Holiday Concert
Cathedral of Praise
7700 N. Council
Oklahoma City, OK
December 13, 2009 at 4:00 PM

Spring Concert
Yukon High School
1000 Yukon Avenue
Yukon, OK
March 11, 2010 at 7:30 PM

OMEA Performance
Oklahoma Music Educator’s Association
Tulsa, Oklahoma
January 22, 2010 at 5:00 PM

Young Artists’ Competition Winner
Putnam City High School
5300 NW 50th
Oklahoma City, OK
April 29, 2010 at 7:30 PM
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